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n The understanding of human rights.

n The generation of human rights.

n Non-Western conceptions.

n The international debate on human rights. 

Points of Discussion



Definition of Human Rights

Human rights are rights that belong to every 
human being, the inherent and inherently him/her 

because he/she is a human being.

This right is fundamental or human nature in the 
sense that its execution is absolutely necessary 
for humans to evolve according to their talents, 

aspirations, and dignity.

This right is considered to be universal, meaning 
that human beings without distinction based on 

nationality, race, religion, or gender. 



Three Generations of human rights

The first generation 
of civil and political 

rights

The second 
generation of 

economic, social, 
and cultural rights.

The third generation 
of rights to peace 
and development. 



The First Generation
the Civil and Political Rights



Most Western democracies have reached the stage of the welfare state and human 
needs have largely been met.

The countries have met the various economic rights such as decent life, pensions, 
health care, and education.

The process of the welfare state in Western countries as something that 
happens to walk for granted, without referring to the formulation of human 
rights. 

Overcoming economic problems through the provision of employment 
opportunities, housing, and education is considered more substantive than the 
fulfillment of political rights that are considered bourgeois and just procedural.

Instead the rights of a political nature in Western countries is the result of a long 
struggle against tyranny, and has succeeded in realizing democracy and lifestyles 
that are strong enough.

Political rights is more rooted in the traditions of Western society rather than economic 
rights. 



Second Generation
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights



Championed by Communist countries in the UN and supported by Third World 
countries.

Revolution of 1917 succeeded in establishing the state of the Tsar by the 
ideology of Marxism-Leninism.

In an effort to transform the Uni Sovyet from an agricultural country which 
is very poor farmers into industrial nations, gradually improved the 
standard of living successfully, even in the first stage, a large industrial 
building time too prioritized, the people suffered enough. 

Therefore many Western countries, especially the United States, objected if 
human rights in the economic field overstated.

Even political rights are considered to interfere with efforts to consolidate the 
communism as a single ideology. 



Milestones of Human Rights



1946

• The United Nations established the Commission on Human Rights as an attempt to formulate the
basic rights that are recognized worldwide as the universal standard of human behavior.

1948

• The commission produced the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a compromise of
Western countries and Eastern countries despite political rights are more dominant.

1966

•The UN General Assembly approved the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Optional Protocol
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. All three along with the Universal
Declaration referred to as the International Bill of Human Rights.

1976
•The two covenants are enforced

February
1993

•118 countries have ratified the treaty of economic and 115 countries ratified the treaty of politics.



Third Generation
Rights to Peace and  Development



Influenced by the interests of Third World countries.

The rights are set forth in several declarations:
Declaration on the Right of People to Peace in 1984.
Declaration on the Right to Development in 1986. 

Western countries is less tolerance to the desire of Third 
World countries to maintain the heritage value of their 
ancestors.

Cultural Relativism, namely the idea that human rights must 
be viewed in the context of the culture of each country, as this 
can lead to differences in the implementation of human rights.



Non-Western Conceptions (1)

1. Universality: Human rights are universal, applicable to all 
human of all races, religions, ethnic groups, social standing, and 

so on.
2. Indivisibility and Interdependence: Human rights must not be 

divided or sorted out in its entirety. All rights associated 
(interrelated) and depend on each other.

3. Non-Selectivity and Objectivity; Not allowed to choose among 
several categories of human rights and assume that one category 
is more important than others. In assessing the situation in some 

countries, do not use a double standard.

Bangkok Declaration is the result of the UN Regional Meeting for 
Asia (April 1993) which was held ahead of the UN World 

Conference on Human Rights in Vienna. Bangkok Declaration was 
successfully formulating conceptions of non-Western:



Non-Western Conceptions (2)

4. Right to Development; The right to development is a fundamental 
right.

5. Non-Conditionality; Implementation of human rights should not be a 
requirement (conditionality) for development aid (development 

assistance).
6. National and Regional Particularities: The specificity of national, 

regional history, culture, and religion are things to consider.
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7. Right to Self-Determination; Right is been used to fight colonialism 
thus emerged many newly independent countries. Rights it should not be 

used to undermine the territorial integrity, national sovereignty and 
political independence of the country. 
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