
ABRI Masuk Desa ABRI Enters the Village, village development program
run by the military

adat tradition, custom

ADB Asian Development Bank

Aisyiyah women’s organisation associated with Muhammadiyah

APHI Asosiasi Pengusaha Hutan Indonesia (Indonesian Forest
Concessionaires Association) 

Apkasi Asosiasi Pemerintah Kabupaten Seluruh Indonesia 
(Association of District Governments across Indonesia)

AusAID Australian Agency for International Development 

Babinsa Bintara Pembinaan Desa (Soldiers for Village Develop-
ment), lowest level of TNI command system

Bapedal Badan Pengendalian Dampak Lingkungan (Environmental
Impact Management Agency)

Bappit Badan Pengelola Perusahaan Industri dan Tambang 
(Managing Council for Industrial and Mining Companies)

Bassra Badan Silaturrahmi Ulama Pesantren Madura (Coopera-
tive Forum of Pesantren Scholars of Madura) 

BHMN Badan Hukum Milik Negara (public corporation)

BIN Badan Intelijen Negara (National Intelligence Agency)

BKD Badan Kepegawaian Daerah (Regional Civil Service
Agency)

BKN Badan Kepegawaian Nasional (National Civil Service
Agency) 
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BLBI Bantuan Likuiditas Bank Indonesia (Bank of Indonesia
Liquidity Credit)

BPD Badan Perwakilan Desa (Village Representative Board)

BPK Badan Pemeriksaan Keuangan (State Audit Board) 

BPN Badan Pertanahan Nasional (National Land Agency)

BPS Badan Pusat Statistik (Statistics Indonesia, the Central
Statistics Agency, formerly Central Bureau of Statistics) 

BUMD Badan Usaha Milik Daerah (regional public enterprise)

BUMN Badan Usaha Milik Negara (state-owned enterprise)

bundo kanduang a senior, respected woman in the family, West Sumatra
(literally, ‘mother’)

bupati head of a kabupaten (district)

CIFOR Center for International Forestry Research 

Daerah Istimewa Special Region

DAK Dana Alokasi Khusus (Special Allocation Fund) 

Darul Islam Realm of Islam (name of Islamic rebellion in Indonesia,
1948–62)

DAU Dana Alokasi Umum (General Allocation Fund)

dinas local government service department, responsible to the
provincial governor, and with indirect links to the relevant
central government department 

DKI Daerah Khusus Ibukota (Special Capital Region) 

DPD Dewan Perwakilan Daerah (Regional Representative
Council)

DPR Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (People’s Representative
Council), Indonesia’s parliament

DPRD Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah (Regional People’s
Representative Council), provincial and district parliament

dwifungsi the army’s ‘dual function’ (military and sociopolitical) in
New Order Indonesia

Elsham Lembaga Studi dan Advokasi Hak Asasi Manusia 
(Institute for Human Rights Study and Advocacy) 

Fatayat NU young women’s organisation 

FKMSB Forum Komunikasi Mahasiswa Sumatera Barat 
(West Sumatra Student Forum for Communication)

FKPPI Forum Komunikasi Putra-Putri Purnawirawan ABRI
(Communications Forum for the Sons and Daughters of
Military Retirees)
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FM2S Forum Masyarakat Majalaya Sejahtera (Forum for a Pros-
perous Majalaya) 

Foker Forum LSM Papua (Forum for NGO Cooperation in
Papua)

FPI Front Pembela Islam (Islamic Defenders’ Front)

GAM Gerakan Aceh Merdeka (Free Aceh Movement)

GBHN Garis-garis Besar Haluan Negara (Broad Outlines of State
Policy)

GDP gross domestic product

GMKI Gerakan Mahasiswa Kristen Indonesia (Indonesian 
Christian Students Movement)

GMNI Gerakan Mahasiswa Nasionalis Indonesia (Indonesian
Nationalist Students Movement)

Golkar Golongan Karya (state political party under the New
Order, and one of the major post-New Order parties)

GTZ Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (German
Agency for Technical Cooperation) 

Guided Democracy semi-authoritarian regime led by Sukarno (1959–66)

hak ulayat communal or traditional right to land

HGU hak guna usaha (land cultivation rights)

HMI Himpunan Mahasiswa Islam (Association of Muslim 
Students), a modernist Islamic student organisation 

HPH Hak Pengusahaan Hutan (Timber Concession Rights)

HPHH Hak Pemungutan Hasil Hutan (Forest Product Harvesting
Rights) 

IBRA Indonesian Bank Restructuring Agency 

ICMI Ikatan Cendekiawan Muslim se-Indonesia (Association 
of Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals)

IMF International Monetary Fund

IPK Ikatan Pemuda Karya (Functional Youth Association)

IPPK Ijin Pemungutan dan Pemanfaatan Kayu (Timber Extrac-
tion and Utilisation Rights) 

IRDA Indonesia Rapid Decentralisation Appraisal 

JI Jemaah Islamiyah (Islamic Congregation), an Islamic
extremist group that has been accused of terrorism

kabupaten district, regency

Kadin Kamar Dagang dan Industri (Chamber of Commerce and
Industry)
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kantor office

kanwil kantor wilayah (provincial-level office of a central 
government ministry) 

karesidenan see residency 

kecamatan subdistrict

kelurahan village administrative unit (below kecamatan)

kiai Islamic scholar, teacher and leader 

KKN korupsi, kolusi, nepotisme (corruption, collusion, nepo-
tism)

KNPI Komite Nasional Pemuda Indonesia (National Council of
Indonesian Youth)

Kodam Komando Daerah Militer (Regional Army Command)

Kodim Komando Distrik Militer (District Military Command)

Komnas HAM National Human Rights Commission

Kopassus Komando Pasukan Khusus (Special Forces Command) 

Koramil Komando Rayon Militer (Subdistrict Military Command)

Korem Komando Resort Militer (Resort Military Command)

Kostrad Komando Cadangan Strategis Angkatan Darat (Army
Strategic Reserve Command)

kota municipality 

kotamadya municipality (now kota)

KPI Koalisi Perempuan Indonesia (Indonesian Women’s Coali-
tion)

krismon krisis moneter (monetary crisis)

LAM Lembaga Adat Melayu (Malay Cultural Institute)

LKAAM Lembaga Kerapatan Adat Alam Minangkabau (Forum of
Adat Associations of the Minangkabau World) 

LKMD Lembaga Ketahanan Masyarakat Desa (Village Commu-
nity Resilience Board)

LMD Lembaga Musyawarah Desa (Village Consultative
Assembly)

LP3 Lembaga Pengembangan Pendekatan Partisipatif (Institute
for Development of a Participatory Approach)

LPEM Lembaga Penelitian Ekonomi dan Manajemen (Economics
and Management Research Institute, University of
Indonesia)

Menpan Kementerian Pendayagunaan Aparatur Negara (Ministry
for Administrative Reform) 

merdeka freedom, independence
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MPR Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat (People’s Consultative
Assembly), supreme decision-making body comprising
members of parliament and regional, military and commu-
nity representatives

MRP Majelis Rakyat Papua (Papuan People’s Assembly)

Muhammadiyah Indonesia’s largest modernist Islamic organisation

MUI Majelis Ulama Indonesia (Indonesian Council of Ulama)

Muslimat NU women’s organisation 

NEP New Economic Policy (Malaysia, 1970–90)

New Order the Soeharto era, 1966 to 1998

NGO non-government organisation

NU Nahdlatul Ulama (Revival of the Religious Scholars),
Indonesia’s largest traditionalist Islamic organisation

OECD Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

OPM Organisasi Papua Merdeka (Free Papua Organisation) 

PAD Pendapatan Asli Daerah (locally derived revenue)

PAM Swakarsa Pengamanan Swakarsa (Voluntary Security Guards)

PAN Partai Amanat Nasional (National Mandate Party)

Pancasila the five guiding principles of the Indonesian state

PDI Partai Demokrasi Indonesia (Indonesian Democracy
Party), the party from which the PDI-P split in 1997

PDI-P Partai Demokrasi Indonesia – Perjuangan (Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle), party led by Megawati
Sukarnoputri

PDP Presidium Dewan Papua (Presidium of the Papua Council)

Pemuda Pancasila Pancasila Youth, a New Order youth organisation closely
involved in criminal activity

Perekat Ombara Persekutuan Masyarakat Adat Lombok Utara (Alliance of
Indigenous People of North Lombok) 

Persero Perusahaan Perseroan (limited liability [commercial] state
enterprise) 

pesantren Islamic boarding school

PKB Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa (National Awakening Party),
party of which Abdurrahman Wahid is a key figure

PKI Partai Komunis Indonesia (Indonesian Communist Party)

PKK Pembinaan Kesejahteraan Keluarga (Family Welfare
Movement), now Pemberdayaan Kesejahteraan Keluarga
(Family Welfare Empowerment Movement)
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PKP Partai Keadilan dan Persatuan (Justice and Unity Party), 
a military-led split from Golkar

PN Perusahaan Negara (state enterprise) 

PNI Partai Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian Nationalist Party),
founded by President Sukarno in 1927 and amalgamated
with four other non-Muslim parties in 1976 under Soe-
harto as the PDI; hence its predecessor 

PP Peraturan Pemerintah (Government Regulation)

PPP Partai Persatuan Pembangunan (United Development
Party), Islamic political party

PRD Partai Rakyat Demokratik (People’s Democratic Party) 

preman politik political thug

preman extortionist, standover criminal, gangster

premanisme gangsterism

Propenas Program Pembangunan Nasional (National Development
Program)

PSPK Pusat Studi Pengembangan Kawasan (Centre for Regional
Development Studies) 

PT Perseroan Terbatas (limited liability company) 

putra daerah local inhabitants (literally, ‘sons of the region’)

reformasi reform

residency a Dutch colonial administrative unit composed of several
regencies (districts); provinces were later formed from
groups of residencies

Rp rupiah

Satgas Papua Papuan Taskforce (pro-independence militia in Papua
affiliated with the PDP)

satgas satuan tugas (security forces, civilian militia)

SBI Sertifikat Bank Indonesia (Bank Indonesia Certificate)

Sekda Sekretariat Daerah (Regional Secretariat)

SK surat keterangan (letter of instruction)

Sompis Solidaritas Masyarakat Pinggiran Surakarta (Surakarta
Marginalised People’s Solidarity)

SPM Standar Pelayanan Minim (Minimum Service Standards)

SPP Serikat Petani Pasundan (Pasundan Federation of Farmers)

SPSI Serikat Pekerja Seluruh Indonesia (All-Indonesia Workers
Union)

syariah Islamic law
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TMD TNI Masuk Desa (TNI Enters the Village), village devel-
opment programs run by the military

TNI Tentara Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian National Army),
consisting of the army, navy and airforce

undang-undang law

UNDP United Nations Development Program

USAID United States Agency for International Development

VAT value-added tax
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